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With knowledge and verve - and an eye for the
unexpected - a daring young generation of antiques
experts are climbing right to the top of their

trade. Make way for the new antiquarians, says
Hubert Zandberg. Photographs by Stefano Massimo

ike geatlemen’s dubs, the
world of antiques always
conjures up an image that
is more fusty than funky
The dealers are tweed-
clad eccentncs, who look
down their pince-nez at any item less than 200 years old, and
antiques fairs are dour events, coaducted in the sort of reverential
silence associsted with places of worship or study. It is an arcane
world, shrouded in douds of dust and the smell of furniture wax.

However, there ¢ a new breed of dealers and collectors who
are revolutionsing the image of 2 profession that seetms (o have got
stuck in a Cowng for @ Seng time-warp. These young antiquanians
are the deiving forces behiand a novel style of interior design that
embraces both the old and the new, the antique and the modem
Their aim is to extend the boundaries of the decorative signature
beyond the rather bland, showroom-like interior styles that are
becoming worryingly popular.

Emuma HawKins is pushing the design envelope from a gracious
terruced house in Edinburgh. Her home, which doubles as the
showroom for Hawkins & Hawkins, is an unexpected dwelling for
a cool businesswoman. At 30, she is the youngest member of the
British Antique Dealers” Association, and is also its Scottish repre-
sentative. According 10 her ecceniric business card, which features
a sharply dressed skeleton, she deals ine “Taxidermy, works of an
and the unusoal’ This nod to the unpredictable i manifested
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throughout the house, antiques are juxtaposed with coriositics all
over it. All this stems from an anglicised correctness, tempered by
her  native Australizn casal charm and sophisticated unpre
dictability. “The appreciation of beautiful things runs in the family,
she says. ‘Dad is an antique dealer and Mum is an artist. As a listh
girl, I always wanted 1o do something unusual, and when my father
gave me a stuffed giraffe’s head, my mind was made up!

Will Fisher discovered his raison d'étre at the precocious age of
nine, when he started to deal in cunosities st Greenwich Market
(he was subsequently shut down by the authonties for being
under-age). “When I was six, my favourite book was Randolph
Churchill's Fifteen Famows English Homes he says. “From then on
| was hooked, and my parents regulardy bhad 10 ke me around
stately homes so that 1 could bave my country-house fix!

He goe his first break in the business when, stll aged nine, he was
ivited 10 Tunch by Willism Brooks, the then dhairman of Chinistic's
South Kensingron. Will Later worked for Christie’s, and at Bermond-
sey Market, where he sharpened his eye = an eve that was already
sharp when, as a young child, he expressed his srong disapproval of
the upper fenestration of Buckingham Palace, which he felt to be dis-
proportionate. | remember thinking, *Whae a disappoimtment”™ The
expectation of the glonous start of the ground-level facade is let
down horrendously by those mean littde windows at the wop!

This fondness for proporion - as well as enormous mobile-
phone bills - is an arnbute thae Fisher shares with Hawkins. What
is also dear is that the personalities of these young dealers are
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